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The title of today’s sermon is: 

“Does God Kill?”
Let us pray…
What kind of a question is this? “Does God Kill?” Why do I even preach a subject like this? Well the reason is that not only is there a false doctrine in apostate Protestantism regarding this subject, but today the error has found its way into the Seventh-day Adventist church.
There is a possibility that you may be confronted one day with this subject, so it is a good idea to take notes of scriptures and Spirit of Prophecy quotes, so that you will know how to distinguish truth from error and give a correct answer.

God’s prophet gave us the following warning: 

“I warn you to beware of these side issues, whose tendency is to divert the mind from the truth. Error is never harmless. It never sanctifies, but always brings confusion and dissension.”--5T 291, 292 (1885).  {LDE 91.2}

So brethren, only truth sanctifies, never error. The answer to the subject question is that God definitely does kill. I will give some of the reasons as to why they have reached the opposite understanding.

So how do they conclude that God does not kill? Let’s open our Bibles to Exodus 20:13, “Thou shalt not kill.” Those who proclaim this doctrine say that God does not kill because He tells us not to kill. It sounds logical, then they say that God obeys His own law. Another reference they use is 1 John 4:8 “He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.” They declare that since God is love, He would not take a person’s life. 
Well they are correct that God is love, and we know that He does not want any man to be lost, and even says He takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked, as stated in Ezekiel 18 and more specifically Peter states in 2 Peter 3:9 that He is “… not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” God does not want any man to perish, so with that point of logic, they say God does not kill. He is love. And this doctrine harmonizes with the apostate Evangelical concept that all you need to preach about is love, love, love.
Now those who take this position do not realize that they are undermining the law, the Ten Commandments. They say that is strict and legalistic. Just preach and teach love. They say you don’t need to keep the law and especially the Sabbath; God just wants us to love one another.

All the judgments and wars and calamities and upheavals in nature are not God’s doing. They say God just steps aside and allows Satan to do all the killing. The unlearned and unstudied would say that makes perfect sense. So they say God does not kill.
It sounds good and it makes God look good. So where do they develop such a belief? Where do they find their basis? Turn to Job 1:12. “And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD.”
It is true, God did not kill Job’s animals or his servants or even his children. Fire came down from heaven and killed some animals. A strong windstorm came and destroyed Job’s children. Terrible things happened that caused a lot of death, and the scripture says that God put this power into Satan’s hands with a condition.

So these are some scriptures that proponents of this doctrine use to support their false doctrine. Now we need to see what the Bible really says in regards to whether or not God does kill. Turn to Romans 12:19 “Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.” God is not saying that He will use Satan to repay, He says, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay.”
Now let’s go to Jeremiah 25:14 “For many nations and great kings shall serve themselves of them also: and I will recompense them according to their deeds, and according to the works of their own hands.” We know from context that this is the Lord speaking and not Satan. He says that, “… I will recompense them …” God is saying that He will provide the punishment for the transgressors and He takes responsibility for the outcome.

Genesis 6:7 “And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them.”

Was it Satan that destroyed the antediluvian world? No as he feared for his own safety. God takes full responsibility as He says it repented Him that He had made man and He makes it clear that He will destroy. God made man and man turned his back on God and took a direction opposite His Holy will.

Isaiah 63:3 “I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the people there was none with me: for I will tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury; and their blood shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and I will stain all my raiment.”

This is the Lord and not Satan that will destroy and notice He says their blood will be sprinkled on His garments.
Hebrews 12:29 “For our God is a consuming fire.”  Reading in context God is extending grace, but when it is rejected, He becomes to them a consuming fire, which is why no mortal man can look upon God and live.
Luke 18:7, 8 “And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them? I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?” This is Jesus speaking and He says that God will avenge His own elect and speedily. 
There are occasions when God allowed Satan to bring punishment to His chosen people because of their apostasy. That was the case with the Babylonians and the Assyrians. God allowed these nations to bring judgment on Israel. But in some cases God Himself must carry out the judgment to be sure it is done!
Let us look now at a very pertinent statement that Jesus made in Matthew 12:25, 26 “And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them, Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand:  And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against himself; how shall then his kingdom stand?” 

Why is this statement of Jesus important? It is because Jesus makes it clear that Satan is not going to destroy those of his own kingdom that are furthering his goals. We know that Satan is a destroyer, but his endeavors prove that he is building up his kingdom here on earth. It was from the beginning of his rebellion that he wanted to replace God and be the ruler of the universe as we have read in Isaiah 14:13, 14. “For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.” So in order to accomplish his goal to be supreme ruler, he has to have a kingdom subject to him. He takes delight in the death of those who oppose him, but he is not indiscriminately going about destroying those who are helping to further his aims. 

It is true that there have been times where God has used Satan to bring judgments upon some, but let us now look at where God Himself had to take actions to deal with certain situations. 2 Peter 2:4-6, “For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly; And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly; ”
The Bible clearly tells us that God was responsible for the destruction of the untold millions, perhaps billions of men, women and children in the flood that came upon the antediluvian world. It was God and not Satan; that caused the torrents of rain to fall on the earth and the destructive powers within the earth to be loosed in order to destroy the wicked that were on the earth at that time. God claimed responsibility; however those who are so deluded as to choose to say that it was Satan that did the killing in the flood, when God’s prophet told us that he feared for his own life. God destroyed all of humanity with the exception of eight souls, because of the prevailing wickedness. Why would Satan be the destroyer when he had his kingdom developed to the point of his satisfaction?
Hear what God’s prophet says in the book Patriarchs and Prophets, page 99 par. 3. “Satan himself, who was compelled to remain in the midst of the warring elements, feared for his own existence.” God made sure that Satan would not be exempt from the destruction that God was putting upon the earth. It was to be his experience to go through it all. Even though he was a supernatural spirit being, he really believed his existence was about to end.

Yet there are those who still say God does not kill. Well what about Sodom and Gomorrah? It was God that rained down fire and brimstone from heaven to destroy every last person living in those wicked cities. Why would Satan want to destroy the people who are living the way he wants them to when they are advancing his kingdom on earth? Satan would have let them live because they were doing his will and were in rebellion against God. God was responsible for that destruction, therefore God does kill when it becomes necessary; but He does not kill indiscriminately.

Exodus chapter 9:13, 14. “And the LORD said unto Moses, Rise up early in the morning, and stand before Pharaoh, and say unto him, Thus saith the LORD God of the Hebrews, Let my people go, that they may serve me.  For I will at this time send all my plagues upon thine heart, and upon thy servants, and upon thy people; that thou mayest know that there is none like me in all the earth.  ”
There was a lot of death in those plagues and they were not sent by Satan. In fact Satan, the great counterfeiter, tried to fight the plagues through Pharaoh’s magicians and sorcerers. You remember before the first plague in Exodus 7 when Aaron threw down his rod and it became a serpent? Then Pharaoh’s magicians also threw down their rods and they became serpents. But God’s serpent ate up all the other serpents.

Let us now turn to Exodus 13:15. “And it came to pass, when Pharaoh would hardly let us go, that the LORD slew all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man, and the firstborn of beast: therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all that openeth the matrix, being males; but all the firstborn of my children I redeem.”  Do the scriptures say that Satan slew the firstborn? No. Who then? It says the Lord slew. The act was performed by God Himself by the angel of death.

Joshua 10:11 “And it came to pass, as they fled from before Israel, and were in the going down to Bethhoron, that the LORD cast down great stones from heaven upon them unto Azekah, and they died: they were more which died with hailstones than they whom the children of Israel slew with the sword.” 
Was it Satan that cast down the stones, no it was the Lord and the record is that the Lord slew more with the hailstones than the children of Israel slew with the sword? Verse 14 “And there was no day like that before it or after it, that the LORD hearkened unto the voice of a man: for the LORD fought for Israel.” It was Joshua that was to lead the people, but it was God who slew with hailstones, the majority of those on Satan’s side of the battle. With this evidence, how can the sentimentalists say that God does not kill when He has to? No such thought should be entertained when the Word of God proves otherwise.
2 Kings 19:35 “And it came to pass that night; that the angel of the LORD went out, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses.” 185,000 of the enemy slain by Satan? No, an angel of the Lord went out that night and slew the Assyrians. Satan was using the Assyrians to destroy Israel. But God fought for the Israelites and in the fighting God killed 185,000 in one night.
God’s prophet wrote in DA page 700.5, “The angels of heaven witnessed every movement made against their loved Commander. They longed to deliver Christ. Under God the angels are all-powerful. On one occasion, in obedience to the command of Christ, they slew of the Assyrian army in one night one hundred and eighty-five thousand men.”
The reference says in obedience to whom? The command of Christ. The Assyrians had no regard for the Israelites and in these extreme situations when Israel is obedient; God was a defender, an avenger, and a recompenser of His own.
Now let us go to Isaiah 5:5. “And now go to; I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard: I will take away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up; and break down the wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down:” Now these are the words of the Lord. They are words of judgment. God will take action against those who are following a path which is contrary and opposed to His will. And that includes leaders in His church. 
Before we have been reading what God would do to the enemies of Israel, but here in Isaiah 5 we read that God has done everything He could do for His vineyard which represents the House of Israel. And because they have continually opposed Him, it became necessary for Him to shut them down. God indeed is not a respecter of persons. Whoever, regardless of past deeds, goes against His will, God will take action. But before He takes action, He has done everything He could to lead His people in the right path. Never deny God His privilege to take action against even His people when it becomes necessary.
Now dealing with end time matters turn to Revelation 15:1 “And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels having the seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of God.” Not the wrath of Satan, but the wrath of God, and notice where these angels are coming from. Heaven. Satan is not in heaven and he definitely is not going to be in heaven in the last days. These are holy angels carrying out the instructions and commands of God.

And what about Satan? How will he die? Is he going to commit suicide to escape God’s wrath? These people, who say God does not kill, say exactly that. I will show you how they attempt to justify this lie. But first let us turn to Isaiah 27:1. “In that day the LORD with his sore and great and strong sword shall punish leviathan the piercing serpent, even leviathan that crooked serpent; and he (who is the he? The Lord) shall slay the dragon that is in the sea.” When you study this prophecy, which is also an allegory, you will discover that leviathan the piercing serpent, also represents Satan. What the Bible is revealing to us is that it is the Lord that will destroy Satan, “the LORD with his sore and great and strong sword…” No suicide by Satan.
Ezekiel 28:16 “By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.” Who will destroy Satan? God. Satan will not kill himself. It has been his desire to live forever and be the ruler of the universe, and he still desires that. With each passing millennium he has continued to believe that he will rule. Even after the second resurrection, he will attempt to marshal the multitudes in a final vain attempt to overthrow God’s city, but he will not prevail as God will destroy him. Here is the verse that these folks are using to justify their lie. Ezekiel 28:18, “Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffic; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee.” And from this they say that Satan is destroying himself by emitting a fire from within himself. But the scripture clearly shows God speaking and saying “… therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee…” Many think that the wording here of a fire from the midst of thee somehow means from inside his body. The fire is to come in the midst of them, being Satan, the fallen angels and the wicked. The fires raining down will take control and destroy the wicked, as well as Satan, and burn him up. In spite of this they will not admit that it is God and that God as Creator does and can destroy life. They fail to use logic, for if Satan is the one who kills, and if he destroys himself, then who will kill the remaining wicked. Their position makes no sense.
Revelation 20:9 “And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them.”

Remember now that Satan is on the earth with all his fallen angels and all the resurrected wicked which he has developed armies to attack the city. Fire came down from whom? God out of heaven and devoured them. God made it clear that He is the destroyer not Satan.
Psalm 103:19 “The LORD hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over all.”  His kingdom ruleth over what? Over all. He is the Sovereign ruler, and according to my 1828 Noah Webster dictionary, as Sovereign ruler that makes God the Supreme ruler over the entire universe. Earthly sovereigns have rule over their people in a certain geographical area for a limited period of time. But the Sovereign God is the Supreme ruler over all that there is for eternity past and eternity future. Earthly sovereigns can take the lives of their subjects, but they have no power to create Life. God not only has power to create life, but He can terminate it at His will. 
Those who want to deny God of His power to destroy the works of His creation by saying God does not kill, are limiting God in His Sovereign power and authority to enforce His own laws. Then who would take Satan and His angels and all the wicked out, to make the universe safe, if God can’t do it? Who will? The Bible says He ruleth over all and we should never be so presumptuous as to tie the hands of God. 

In closing, let us turn to the 32nd chapter of Deuteronomy, verse 39. “See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god with me: I kill, and I make alive; I wound, and I heal: neither is there any that can deliver out of my hand.” We don’t have to be afraid to say that God kills, because He says He does.
It is true that God is love. But it is also true that God is Judge. And if you do not understand the balance between mercy and judgment, you have a problem for you have a weakness in your understanding. 
But we know that God has reached the limit of His patience on certain occasions and brought destruction on the antediluvian world and on wicked cities. Soon He will bring destruction on the lost, who did not die in the plagues; at His coming. He will bring destruction on Satan, his fallen angels and the wicked of all ages after the second resurrection and the earth will melt with fervent heat as all trace of sin and woe is removed from the earth and the heavens, in the purifying lake of fire. And God is in charge. 

When God completes His executive judgment, sin will never raise its ugly head in this universe a second time, and that is a reason why God can only save those who are safe to save.

Our loving God was not willing that anyone should be lost, but what more could He have done to save every man? The free will given to man allows him to choose to be saved or lost. Let us be so determined that we will choose life. And let us let God be who He is, the Sovereign ruler of the universe.
Let us pray …
